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Trail associations and parks departments will be 

responsible for identifying additional logos to be 

included in their respective trail signage. These logos 

should primarily include trail supporters—institutions 

that are important for trail goers to know in case of 

emergencies, maintenance concerns, or other inquiries 

(such as volunteering, events, etc). 

In order to maintain a clean appearance (in particular, 

when multiple logos are present), trail supporter logos 

should be grouped together. Logos may be displayed 

in full color. When paired with supporter logos, the 

Greater Indy Trailways logo should most often appear 

separately (typically right-aligned in horizontal formats), 

and can consist of either recommended medallion (see 

“Medallion” on page 16).

To demonstrate this, we’ve developed a sign footer that 

may be used in horizontal signage applications.

Sponsor logo placement should be determined through 

formal sponsorship packages; however, we recommend 

sponsor logos appear on standalone signage.

SYSTEM LANGUAGE COMPONENTS

Other logos CONCEPT: SIGN FOOTER

Supporter Logo #1

Supporter Logo #1

Supporter Logo #2

Supporter Logo #2

Medallion (GIT)

Medallion (TT)
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Arrow types
When using arrows in directional signage, it is important 

to maintain consistency so that trail goers understand 

what to expect when being directed to various POIs and 

amenities.

The included arrow types should be used when signing 

trails. The arrows are designed to be simple, scalable, 

and include rounded corners to align with the Greater 

Indy Trailways brand.

SYSTEM LANGUAGE COMPONENTS

Directional 
symbols

AHEAD, OFF-TRAIL (VIEWABLE)

AROUND THE CORNER

GAP, OFF-TRAIL (NON-VIEWABLE)

For directional signage indicating that users continue their journey on-trail or connect to a POI/

amenity off trail that is immediately viewable, consider using the following set of arrows:

For directional signage indicating that users continue their journey to a POI/amenity around a 

corner, consider using the following arrow types:

For directional signage indicating that users must traverse a distance between their current 

location to either continue their journey on the trail or connect to a POI/amenity that may not be 

immediately viewable, consider using the following set of arrows:

This arrow type is unique to Greater Indy Trailways and is meant to help trail goers set their 

expectations that there is greater distance between them and their intended destination. The 

“dashed line” incorporates a triangular shape that complements blazes used to mark Access Paths, 

strengthening the visual connection between signage. For more concrete examples of this in 

action, please refer to page 36.
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Method of travel
When methods of travel are needed for directional 

signage, iconography should be displayed above the 

arrow. Cyclist and pedestrian iconography will appear 

most often across signage, but alternative travel modes 

may be displayed as needed.

SYSTEM LANGUAGE COMPONENTS

Directional 
symbols

TRAVEL SYMBOL + ARROW (STACKED)

TRAVEL TIME

If beneficial to trail goers, signage may also include times associated with methods of travel. 

Estimated times may appear below the directional arrow in each lockup:
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Points of interest
In physical wayfinding, directional panels featuring POIs 

should use the name of the location or general areas 

(see page 28 for more detail). 

When presented in a map view, however, POI icons may 

be helpful for annotating areas of interest, with sidebar 

or secondary content showcasing specific institution (or 

point) names. When indicating POIs on a map, use the 

following set of icons.

SYSTEM LANGUAGE COMPONENTS

Icons POINT OF INTEREST ICONS

Civic 

Center

Historic 

Landmark

Public Art

College or 

University

Library

Recreation 

Activity

Community 

Center

Museum

Scenic 

Viewpoint

Cultural 

District

Natural 

Habitat

Shopping/

Dining Area

Event 

Venue

Nature 

Center

High School

Park
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Trail amenities
In physical signage, amenity icons should be the default 

method for directing trail goers to their respective 

amenities (for example, when directing people to a 

nearby public restroom, use the restroom icon instead 

of spelling out the word “Restroom”). When indicating 

amenities, use the corresponding icons set.

Notice that the assigned color for amenities is teal. 

With the exception of the “Hospital/Pharmacy” icon, 

we recommend incorporating this color into amenity 

icons, either through background or foreground colors. 

Additionally, when considering the background/border 

treatment for amenities, circular shapes should be the 

default. Special cases exist for “Parking” and “Hospital/

Pharmacy” to further differentiate primary or urgent 

needs.

SYSTEM LANGUAGE COMPONENTS

Icons TRAIL AMENITY ICONS

Airport

BRT Station

Parking Lot

Shopping 

or Retail

Benches

Equestrian 

Trail

Pavilion

Splash Pad

Bike Fix-It

Fishing 

Access

Picnic 

Tables

Trash Cans

Bike Parking

Food & 

Drink

Playground

Water 

Access

Bike Rental*

Hospital or 

Pharmacy

Recycling

Water 

Fountain

Boat 

Launch

Mountain 

Bike Trail

Restrooms

*For established bike rental networks, consider using the brand associated with the bike rental 

program (for example, Pacers Bike Share).
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Method of travel
Should additional methods of travel be deemed 

necessary, consider the included icons.

These icons may also be used with signing pedestrian- 

or bicycle-only lanes or in signage indicating yield order 

for multi-purpose travel.

SYSTEM LANGUAGE COMPONENTS

Icons METHOD OF TRAVEL ICONS

Bicycle-

Friendly

Pedestrian-

Friendly

Rollerskate-

Friendly

Wheelchair-

Friendly
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When designing a map, each type of trail should be 

drawn in a distinct line weight. 

•	 Premier Trails should be drawn using the thickest 

line weight. Premier trails should include their 

respective trail logos, and if sizing allows, may 

integrate the trail name into the outer ring. Line 

color for branded Premier trails may correspond 

with the outer ring of the logo. In instances where 

color may not be relevant, default to dark green 

(#50743F).

•	 Connector Trails should use a thinner line weight, and 

should typically display using the primary green from 

the palette (#78AE5F), however, trails that have a 

specified logo with may use their outer ring color. 

•	 Access paths should be thinner (approximately 

half the weight of Premier Trails), primary green 

(#78AE5F), and dotted.

POIs should be labeled using their respective icons. In 

most instances, POI names should appear below their 

icon, but may be used in a legend to improve readbility 

at various sizes.

Please note that the comprehensive digital map for Greater 

Indy Trailways has a slightly different—yet complementary—

design style due to its vast amount of data and interactivity (for 

example, digital maps use a consistent trail color for Premier 

trails, and a more robust color palette to differentiate POIs).

SYSTEM LANGUAGE COMPONENTS

Maps MAP STYLING

Butler UniversityButler University

Clowes Memorial Clowes Memorial 
HallHall

Holcomb Holcomb 
GardensGardens



Putting it all  
together

SECTION 4
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Directional signage should be used throughout 
the Greater Indy Trailways wayfinding system 
in order to help trail goers find specific points of 
interest, navigate trail connections, and access 
amenities that aid in their journeys. 

Directional signage can be woven into existing signage families across jurisdictions; 

however, our hope is to create a level of consistency between jurisdictions that fosters 

a more cohesive, predictable experience for trail goers.

The recommendations for directional signage outlined in this guide include:

•	 Information hierarchy

•	 Sequential signage

•	 Non-sequential signage

•	 Blazes

•	 Additional eye- and ground-level cues

When applying directional signage recommendations to existing systems, consider 

what can be applied in both the short- and long-term. When updates to signage are 

not possible, consider incorporating Greater Indy Trailways branding into signage 

systems as a standalone medallion or other form of signage. For recommendations on 

incorporating the Greater Indy Trailways brand, see page 44.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage
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Information hierarchy
When designing physical signage, components should 

be stacked in a consistent manner. The included 

information hierarchy is meant to guide trail associations 

and parks departments in designing signage in their 

respective sign families and is meant to scale to a variety 

of shapes and sizes.

The components used in directional signage should 

include:

•	 Directional arrows

•	 Points of interest

•	 Amenities

•	 Distance Ahead/Immediately Off-Trail

Points of interest should be listed by name (in 

accordance with local zoning ordinances). For major 

retail zones, we recommend listing the name of the 

street (e.g. 54th Street) or area (e.g. Downtown 

Greenwood).

Amenities should be listed by icon. Amenities associated 

with a specific POI should be listed below the name of 

the POI.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

INFORMATION HIERARCHY (FULL)

INFORMATION HIERARCHY (SCALED)

Directional Arrow

POI Name

Amenities

Distance Ahead

Amenity

Trail Junction

POI
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Indicating gaps
When helping users navigate gaps in their experience, 

use the gap arrow. Gap scenarios may include:

•	 Gaps on the same trail (interruptions in the 

experience due to unfinished segments of trail or 

temporary detours)

•	 Gaps between close-proximity trails (distance 

between nearby trails that don’t directly connect, 

but are close)

•	 Destination gaps (distance between users’ location 

on a trail and destinations that are not immediately 

viewable to the trail goer)

On eye-level signage, the gap arrow should always be 

accompanied by a distance indicator.

When helping trailgoers navigate gaps, trail associations 

are encouraged to mark/sign new Access Paths. These 

paths should be signed using blazes or other triangular 

wayfinding cues to guide users to the appropriate 

destination. The triangular shape is meant to align with 

the gap arrow style. See page 37 for possible blaze 

applications.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

GAP CUES

Directional Gap Arrow

Trail Name

Gap Distance
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Sequential signage
When signing for POIs, amenities, and nearby trails along 

a single trail, consider implementing sequential signage. 

This type of signage includes indicators of “what’s 

ahead”, not just “what’s immediately around.” 

When trail goers have arrived at a POI/amenity/

trail, a special treatment should be used to catch 

users’ attention. Based on the color assignments, we 

recommend drenching the background of a respective 

POI/amenity/trail with its corresponding color. This can 

primarily be accomplished by adding a background color 

to the sign panel.

Visually, upcoming POIs/amenities/trails do not include 

any special treatment, and should primarily be listed by 

name. For more advice on how to name POIs, please see 

page 28.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

SEQUENTIAL SIGNAGE SCHEMA

On/Off

Arrived at POI
Arrived at 

Nearby Trail

Arrived at 

Nearby Trail and 

POI

Arrived at 

Amenity

Upcoming

Nearest

Most Distant
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Direction 1 POI (Closest)

Direction 1 POI (Mid-Distance)

Direction 2 POI (Closest)

Orientation Signage

Emergency Locator Signage

Direction 2 POI (Mid-Distance)

Standard Arrow (Left) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities 

Distance Ahead Indicator

Standard Arrow (Left) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities 

Distance Ahead Indicator
Standard Arrow (Right) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities 

Distance Ahead Indicator

(included as part of the Marion 

County sign family)

(included as part of the Marion 

County sign family)

Standard Arrow (Right) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities 

Distance Ahead Indicator

POI Name 

Area Amenities 

Distance Ahead Indicator

Arrival POI

Placement considerations 
For sequential signs that are parallel to the trail:

•	 Signage should be single sided, displaying POIs/

amenities/trails relevant to both directions of travel

	+ We recommend no more than five (5) POI/amenities/

trails listed per panel

	+ In POI/amenity-rich spaces, consider using maps 

with pins/location sidebar

•	 Multiple POIs/amenities/trails may be included on a 

directional panel

	+ We recommend batching POIs/amenities/trails by 

their direction of travel

•	 POIs/amenities/trails should graduate upward based on 

proximity

•	 When trail goers have arrived that their respective POIs/

amenities/trails, the name/icon should be highlighted 

in its corresponding color; this color cue is meant to 

indicate the on/off point of the destination

	+ If the POI/amenity/trail is immediately viewable, use 

the standard arrow without a distance indicator

	+ If the POI/amenity/trail is not immediately viewable, 

use the gap arrow with a distance indicator

	+ If no arrow is needed, simply omit

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

CONCEPT: PARALLEL SIGNAGE (SEQUENTIAL)
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Upcoming POI (Closest)

Upcoming POI (Mid-Distance)

Upcoming Trail (Farthest)

Standard Arrow (Ahead) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities 

Distance Ahead Indicator

Standard Arrow (Ahead) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities 

Distance Ahead Indicator

Standard Arrow (Ahead) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities 

Distance Ahead Indicator

Standard Arrow (Off-Trail) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities

Arrival POI

When two-sided signage is printed on separate panels but 

varies in length, consider a neutral backplate that blends into 

the background. For signage printed on both the front/back 

of the same panel, adjust spacing accordingly.

Placement considerations 
For sequential signs that are perpendicular to the trail:

•	 Signage should be double sided, displaying POIs/

amenities/trails relevant to single directions of travel

	+ We recommend no more than four (4) POI/

amenities/trails listed per panel

	+ In POI/amenity-rich spaces, consider using maps 

with pins/location sidebar

	+ Multiple POIs/amenities/trails may be included on a 

directional panel

•	 For upcoming POIs/amenities/trails, always use the 

distance indicator

•	 POIs/amenities/trails should graduate upward based on 

proximity

•	 When trail goers have arrived at their respective POIs/

amenities/trails, the name/icon should be highlighted 

in its corresponding color; this color cue is meant to 

indicate the on/off point of the destination

	+ If the POI/amenity/trail is immediately viewable, use 

the standard arrow without a distance indicator

	+ If the POI/amenity/trail is not immediately viewable, 

use the gap arrow with a distance indicator

	+ If no arrow is needed, simply omit

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

CONCEPT: PERPENDICULAR SIGNAGE (SEQUENTIAL)
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NON-SEQUENTIAL SIGNAGE SCHEMA

Non-sequential signage
When sequential signage is not possible or deemed 

necessary, directional signage can be used in isolation. 

Non-sequential signage primarily uses the same set 

of rules, but doesn’t incorporate the proximity-based 

graduation of POIs/amenities/trails (in both placement 

and color).

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

Nearest POIs

Nearest Amenities

Nearest Trails
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Nearby Trail

Nearby POI

Standard Arrow (Right) 

Trail Name

Standard Arrow (Left) 

POI Name 

Area Amenities

Area Amenities

Nearby Amenities

Placement considerations 
For signs that are parallel to the trail:

•	 Signage should be single sided, displaying POIs/

amenities relevant to any direction of travel

	+ We recommend no more than six (6) POI/amenities 

listed per panel

	+ In POI/amenity-rich spaces, consider using maps 

with pins/location sidebar

•	 Multiple POIs/amenities may be included on a directional 

panel

	+ We recommend batching POIs/amenities by their 

direction of travel

•	 The POI/amenity/trail name/icon should be highlighted 

in its corresponding color; signs don’t need to be 

drenched in color, however, strive to include color when 

at all possible

	+ If the POI/amenity/trail is immediately viewable, use 

the standard arrow without a distance indicator

	+ If the POI/amenity/trail is not immediately viewable, 

use the gap arrow with a distance indicator*

	+ If no arrow is needed, simply omit

*When pointing trail goers in the direction of a POI/amenity/trail that 

can be found by continuing down the same trail, use the standard 

arrow. Gap arrows are meant to be used when there is a disruption in 

the experience, priming users to look for blazes or pay attention to 

surroundings/distances.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

CONCEPT: PARALLEL SIGNAGE (NON-SEQUENTIAL)

To integrate assigned 

colors into existing signage 

systems that rely on dark or 

light backgrounds, consider 

applications that de-

emphasize the palette (but 

strive to include it!).
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Nearby Trail
Trail Name 

Standard Arrow

Area Amenities 

Standard Arrow

Nearby POIs  

(Grouped by Direction)

Placement considerations 
For signs that are multi-directional:

•	 Signage should be double sided, displaying POIs/

amenities relevant to any direction of travel

	+ We recommend no more than eight (8) POI/

amenities listed as part of a multi-directional 

sign post

•	 Only one POI/amenities/trail may be included on a 

directional panel

	+ We recommend batching POIs/amenities by 

their direction of travel

•	 The POI/amenity/trail name/icon should be 

highlighted in its corresponding color

	+ Signs don’t need to be drenched in color; 

however, strive to include color when at all 

possible

•	 Arrows may be aligned with the outer edge of the 

signpost; all previous arrow usage rules apply

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

CONCEPT: MULTI-DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE (NON-SEQUENTIAL)

To integrate assigned 

colors into existing signage 

systems that rely on dark or 

light backgrounds, consider 

applications that de-

emphasize the palette (but 

strive to include it!).
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Blazes
The purpose of the “blaze” sign is to help trail goers 

navigate Access Paths and/or gaps between their 

current and target location. Blazes utilize a simple shape: 

the triangle. When signing access paths or bridging gaps 

in experiences, apply the blaze liberally with consistent 

spacing.

Blazes utilize the same color assignments as standard 

signage, incorporating warm gray for POIs, green for 

trails, and teal for amenities.

Blazes are meant to be extremely flexible, and often 

accompany standard signage. There are many different 

methods for application, and we encourage trail 

associations and parks departments to explore options 

that fit within existing signage families.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

BLAZE SCHEMA

STANDARD + BLAZE SIGNAGE CONNECTION

Trail Blaze POI Blaze Amenity Blaze

Blazes can help users navigate 

gaps between their current 

and desired locations. In a high 

fidelity application, blazes may 

even mimic their parent sign.
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Placement considerations
Blazes can be applied in a variety of ways, including both 

high-fidelity (printed sign panels) or low-fidelity (paint, 

stickers). When signing with blazes, consider:

•	 Permanent signage at eye-level for high traffic 

Access Paths with ample infrastructure for post-

signage

•	 Semi-permanent signage at eye- or ground-level 

applied with stickers, simple material cutouts, or 

asphalt paint on existing objects (e.g. trees, bollards, 

etc.)

•	 Temporary signage at eye- or ground-level applied 

with spray paint

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

CONCEPTS: BLAZE SIGNAGE

Mockup of a permanent eye-level sign placed along a high-

traffic Access Path.

Mockup of a semi-permanent ground-level sign placed on 

pavers in succession, creating an easily-identifiable route.

Mockup of semi-permanent 

signage on bollards, including 

a sticker with name/directional 

arrow alonside a general shape.
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Supplementary eye-level cues
In addition to primary directional wayfinding, additional 

cues and arrow styles may be used to help trail goers 

understand the infrastructure surrounding them. The 

included cues help solve frequently encountered 

scenarios where signage may be deemed helpful.

When applying these cues to respective signage 

families, strive to maintain a consistent hierarchy 

(including fonts, symbols, etc.) that complements the 

system language.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

SUPPLEMENTARY CUE TYPES

Trail Intersection

Upcoming Trail End

Upcoming Surface Change

Shared Trail Segment

Trail End (with Resume Point)

Trail Continuation
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Supplementary ground-level 
cues
To reinforce amenities and POIs, consider using a ground 

stencil with icons and arrows. Ground markings, such 

as the ones included here, may coincide with eye-level 

signage. In areas where eye-level or permanent signage 

may not be possible, this approach allows for an easy-

to-implement directional cue that improves connectivity 

across Greater Indy Trailways.

In order to avoid surface clutter, use these sparingly. 

We recommend utilizing stencils to apply paint to trail 

surfaces. When creating stencils, use the appropriate 

amenity/POI icons and directional arrows*.

*For ground markers using the gap arrow, note that there is not 

a distance indicator included. Instead, opt for additional blaze 

signage that links the current location to the end destination.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Directional 
signage

CONCEPT: POI & AMENITY STENCIL (GROUND-LEVEL)
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Orientation signage should be used throughout 
the Greater Indy Trailways wayfinding system 
in order to help trail goers identify key locations 
and help them make decisions about their routes. 

Orientation signage can be woven into existing signage families across jurisdictions; 

however, more opportunities exist to incorporate Greater Indy Trailways branding 

across the network.

The recommendations for orientation signage outlined in this guide include:

•	 Mile marker cue

•	 County line signs

•	 Placemaking signs

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Orientation 
signage
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Mile markers
Critical to a variety of trail goers, mile markers play 

an important role in helping users orient themselves 

across distances. While a variety of mile markers exist 

across the region, recommendations to strengthen their 

application and effectiveness may include:

•	 Mile markers should be placed every quarter (.25) 

mile

•	 Mile markers should have one origin point per trail, 

with point zero (0) beginning at the most southwest 

portion of trail

•	 Mile markers should not restart along jurisdictions, 

rather, they should be continuous from trail 

beginning to trail end

•	 For trails that cross jurisdictions, we encourage trail 

associations and parks departments to convene and 

resolve mile marker discrepancies

•	 Mile markers should always include miles as the 

main unit of measurement

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Orientation 
signage

CONCEPT: MILE MARKER SIGNAGE (GROUND-LEVEL)

CONCEPT: MILE MARKER SIGNAGE (EYE-LEVEL)

For eye-level mile markers, consider incorporating the trail and county name into signage. While 

this is not required, an effort to standardize mile markers could include the accompanying 

medallion. When choosing colors for mile marker medallions, consider matching the ring color with 

the outer ring in respective trail logos. When this approach is not deemed appropriate, consider 

defaulting to the Greater Indy Trailways’ navy, or complement existing jurisdiction signage.

When new or updated eye-level signage is not possible, consider incorporating mile markers via 

ground-level signage. When applying markers to asphalt, the design should be simplified.

Unit Label

Mile Marker (every .25 mi)

Trail Name

Unit Label

Mile Marker (every .25 mi)

County Name
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County lines
To increase awareness of the region, we recommend 

new eye-level signage when trails cross over county 

boundaries. The included sign concept incorporates 

Greater Indy Trailways branding alongside county 

names. In addition to listing counties, the sign also 

incorporates space for a URL that can direct trail goers 

to county tourism websites. If no tourism website 

exists, consider linking to another relevant entity in the 

jurisdiction, or use the space for a county slogan or 

motto.

Signage should be two-sided, indicating respective 

counties on either side.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Orientation 
signage

CONCEPT: COUNTY SIGNAGE

County Name

Greater Indy Trailways 

Medallion

Additional Content
County Tourism Website (preferred) 

Slogan/Motto
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Placemaking signage
To help trail goers identify their arrival at specific 

locations, we recommend new eye-level signage for 

major neighborhoods, waterways, and parks. This 

signage utilizes elements of the Greater Indy Trailways 

brand, including a flexible pattern and color system.

When creating placemaking signage, consider the 

following color applications*:

•	 Neighborhoods: warm gray

•	 Parks: green

•	 Waterways: teal

*This color system differs slightly from the directional schema. 

Please refer to the schema on page 30 when creating 

directional signage.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Orientation 
signage

CONCEPT: PLACEMAKING SIGNAGE

Location Name

Greater Indy Trailways Pattern

Greater Indy Trailways Logo

Neighborhood Color (Warm Gray)
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To increase visibility of the Greater Indy Trailways 
brand and help trailgoers understand the 
trail network as a unified system, the Greater 
Indy Trailways logo should be used frequently 
throughout signage. 

Ideally, all trailhead, directional, and orientation signage should be accompanied by the 

Greater Indy Trailways logo (interpretive signage is less dependent on brand affiliation).

The Greater Indy Trailways logo may be applied in a variety of ways. When considering 

how the logo fits into existing systems, consider infrastructure, cost, and visibility in 

your decision-making.

The recommendations for Greater Indy Trailways signage outlined in this guide include:

•	 Medallions

•	 Badges

•	 Post toppers

•	 Ground markers

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Greater Indy 
Trailways signage
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Medallions
The medallion (first pictured on page 16) can be used 

in a myriad of ways—from standalone sign panels to 

printed footers. When considering how to incorporate 

the medallion into existing signage, opt for placement 

that is supporting, but still clearly visible. It’s important 

to let the individual trail branding serve as the primary 

orientation cue, and the Greater Indy Trailways brand 

acts as the “endorsement” for the trail. Oftentimes, this 

means placing the medallion below other sign panels or 

information.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Greater Indy 
Trailways signage

CONCEPT: MEDALLION

Medallion (Footer)

Medallion (Standalone)

Medallion (Standalone)
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Badges
When a medallion is not possible, consider using a badge 

or wrap. This approach is less dependent on the circular 

shape and can pull from the acceptable logo colors on 

page 19. 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Greater Indy 
Trailways signage

CONCEPT: BADGE

Badge (Pole Wrap)
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Post Toppers
When space within or below existing signage may be 

limited, consider using the Greater Indy Trailways logo 

atop sign posts or poles. Post toppers are designed to 

be less formal and can include The Trailways version of 

the logo. If placing post toppers in succession across 

an entire sign family, consider including the icon-only 

topper on orientation signage and The Trailways topper 

on trailhead or high traffic directional signage. 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Greater Indy 
Trailways signage

POST TOPPER VARIATIONS

CONCEPT: POST TOPPER

The Trailways Topper Teal Topper Simple Topper
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Logo Stencil
Similar to other ground markers found within this style 

guide, the Greater Indy Trailways logo may be applied 

to trail surfaces. This application is especially helpful at 

trailheads, access points, and other high traffic areas 

where people are entering/existing a trail. Additionally, 

this sign type may be applied temporarily during events 

or other seasonal happenings.

This application may also supplement eye-level signage 

when appropriate.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Greater Indy 
Trailways signage

CONCEPT: BRAND STENCIL (GROUND-LEVEL)



Closing thoughts
SECTION 5
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Just as trails continue to be developed across the region, these 

guidelines will continue to evolve over time. When new use cases 

arise, Greater Indy Trailways will look to expand and refine the 

guidelines as they are presented here.

For additional support in implementing these guidelines, please 

contact hello@thetrailways.com.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Evolving system 
language

DESIGN & STRATEGY PARTNER

Founded in 2006, SmallBox is a design and 

creative studio focused on strategy, web 

and brand experiences for mission-driven 

organizations. SmallBox worked alongside 

trail stakeholders, advocates, and community 

members to thoughtfully design and build 

the Greater Indy Trailways brand, system 

language, and interactive website.


